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Senior Capstone Project Proposal  

 

1.) Alyssa Granados; Concentration: Pre-law  

2.) Focus: Is the slavery clause reflected in the 13h amendment considered the new Jim 

Crow? I chose this topic because I aspire to become a Civil Rights attorney. I believe that 

researching the history of Jim Crow as well as recognizing the new patterns of racism is 

crucial to my success in the field of Law.  

3.) Alignment of Common Theme:  Through the research of the evolution of Jim Crow, I 

hope to predict what the new Jim Crow will look like in the year 2050. I hope to find 

enough statistics to have a better understanding of how our country’s new prison system 

will evolve. I would like to research common patterns regarding institutional racism to 

predict what needs to change to have a more just future by 2050. I will provide steps that 

need to be taken to abolish modern day slavery by the year 2050.  

4.) Purpose: I wish to bring to light the Country’s current form of slavery. Through research 

I have acquired, I hope to persuade the audience to make a difference in our treatment of 

African Americans.  

5.) Capstone Title: Prisoners or Modern Slaves?: A Glimpse of The Prison System in the 

Year 2050 

6.) Working Summary: The thirteenth amendment states “neither slavery nor involuntary 

servitude, except as a punishment of a crime whereof the party shall have been duly 

convicted, shall exist within the United State, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” 

However, statistics show the alarmingly high numbers of African Americans within the 

4 



prison system. Through police brutality, frequent stop and frisks, and racial profiling, 

African Americans are a frequent target when it comes to crime within America. There 

has been recent discoveries that have led many to believe that the mass incarceration of 

African Americans is considered the new Jim Crow.  

7.) Sources: I plan to use many sources that reflect the original Jim Crow. I find this 

important because it will give my paper some foundation when I begin to compare it to 

the new Jim Crow. Since I am going to pursue a career in law, I plan to incorporate many 

Civil Rights cases from the Jim Crow era to illustrate the similarities from today’s cases. 

I will also be using statistics to show the amount of African Americans in prison, 

compared to other races, and statistics of police brutality and discrimination against 

African Americans.  

8.) Next Steps: Within the next few weeks, I plan on collecting my sources and researching 

my paper. I think this is important before I begin to construct my paper. I hope to get a 

better understand of my topic during the research phase before I begin writing. Once I 

have a better grasp on my topic, a couple pages a week in order to stay on track.  

9.) Timeline: I plan to have my bibliography done within the next two weeks. After that, I 

hope to write at least two pages, if not more, a week in order to accomplish writing all 

eighteen pages, or so, before the deadline. Ideally, I would like to be finished with my 

paper at least a month in advance so I can begin to prepare for the festival.  
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Prisoners or Modern Slaves?: 

A Glimpse of the Prison System in the Year 2050 

  

Introduction 

Khalief Browder was a sixteen year old African American boy from the Bronx. Khalief              

was on his way home from a party when he was arrested late at night for stealing a backpack. At                    

first he thought the police approached him as a typical stop and frisk (like the many times he has                   

been stopped by police at night), but he was surprised when he was arrested without an                

explanation why. When Khalief asked the police why he was being arrested, the police just               

responded “We’re going to the precinct, and you shouldn’t be there long.” He was taken into                

custody, charged with grand larceny, robbery, and assault, then was immediately encouraged to             

admit fault and take a plea deal. Knowing he was innocent, he decided to go to trial to prove his                    

innocence. What he did not know, was that his right to a fair and speedy trial would be violated                   

and he would spend the next three years at Riker’s Island waiting for his day in court to prove his                    

innocence (Schwirtz). 

Khalief Browder’s story is all too familiar to the millions of African Americans locked               

up behind bars for crimes that they either did or did not commit. However, whether they are                 

guilty or innocent is not the true issue here; the real issue is that African Americans have become                  

targets to be thrown into prison and locked up for unreasonable lengths of time, forced to provide                 

free labor, and are having their rights violated constantly. Mass incarceration has been explained              

to be the new ‘Jim Crow’ in which African Americans are subjected to police brutality, lengthy                
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jail sentences, frequent stop and frisks, and legal misrepresentation; through, law enforcement,            

policies, public schools, politics, and the criminal justice system, African Americans are known             

to be modern day slaves to our country today.  

The Thirteenth Amendment of the Constitution states that, “Neither slavery nor           

involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly               

convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction” (The               

Library of Congress). The key clause of the Thirteenth Amendment is, ‘except as a punishment               

for crime’ because it serves as a loophole in which law enforcement, and the criminal justice                

system, is able to legally enslave those who are guilty of committing crimes.  

Slavery has been evolving through our country for centuries, and although the            

Emancipation Proclamation abolished slavery over a century ago, a closer look within today’s             

prisons proves that slavery has taken a different form. Through the 13th amendment, a loophole               

has been discovered in which slavery is allowed as punishment for a crime. African Americans               

have been a consistent target of slavery through our legal system, our political system and law                

enforcement.  

Although we have overcome discriminatory behavior significantly, we still have to push            

further in order to abolish modern day slavery of African Americans completely. Predictions by              

author Eugene Linden have been made about an increasing gap between the rich and the poor,                

and this can create even more distance towards reaching that goal. However, the use of               

technology has been increasing rapidly and we can use this to our advantage in order to create                 

awareness surrounding this issue. In order to alter our future, it is important to recognize and                

learn from mistakes made in the past and to stop recurring patterns from happening. Through this                
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awareness, we can stop the pattern of mass incarceration of African Americans and work              

towards a more inclusive, moral and just future for all by the year 2050.  

 

The Growing Prison Population 

Between the years 1980 and 2015, the United States prison population increased from             

500,000 to over 2.2 million (NAACP). Through the decades of pushing a ‘War on Drugs’,               

America has increased its prison population substantially since the 1960’s. Additionally, the            

United States contains approximately 5% of the world’s population, but it holds 21% of the               

entire world’s prisoners (NAACP). America’s prison system is the largest in the entire world and               

holds the most individuals in its prisons.  

Not only do we hold the most prisoners, but America also contains the highest number of                

correctional facilities in the world, due to the skyrocketing increase of incarcerated individuals.             

Breaking down the statistics further, the Prison Policy initiative explains, “The American            

criminal justice system holds almost 2.3 million people in 1,719 state prisons, 102 federal              

prisons, 1,852 juvenile correctional facilities, 3,163 local jails, and 80 Indian Country jails as              

well as in military prisons, immigration detention facilities, civil commitment centers, state            

psychiatric hospitals, and prisons in the U.S. territories” (Wagner, Sawyer).  

In 2010, the incarceration rate for white men under local, state and federal jurisdiction              

was 678 inmates per 100,000 white U.S. residents; for black men, it was 4,340 per 100,000                

African American residents; According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, black men were more              

than 6 times as likely as white men to be incarcerated in 2010 (Pew Research Center). These                 

statistics correlate to the high number of stop and frisks within the targeted African American               
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communities. Mass incarceration has grown substantially since the 1960’s and is only continuing             

to expand more. However, the statistics behind the number of African Americans is concerning              

and has also been growing since the 1960’s. 

An article from the Washington Post reveals the truth behind the mass numbers of              

African Americans incarcerated today, stating “In 2003, the Bureau of Justice Statistics            

estimated that black men have a 1 in 3 chance of going to federal or state prison in their                   

lifetimes” (Guo). With the prison population quintupled in the last 40 years, the statistics              

overwhelmingly show that the majority of prisoners are African American. The article also states              

that African American men are incarcerated 6 times higher than white men. 

According to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People            

(NAACP), “although African Americans and Hispanics make up approximately 32% of the US             

population, they comprised 56% of all incarcerated people in 2015” (NAACP). The correlation             

between these numbers demonstrates the large gap between races that are incarcerated and show              

that African Americans are the primary race targeted by law enforcement. The NAACP also              

predicts that if African Americans, as well has Latinos, are incarcerated at the same rates as                

caucasians, the prison population as a whole will decrease by about 40 percent.  

These statistics prove that African Americans are targeted as criminals at alarmingly            

higher rates than whites. It demonstrates the substantial chance that African Americans have of              

going to prison and how the African American community lives in fear of being targeted, and                

convicted, as criminals. If the incarceration rate of African Americans continues to increase at              

these rates, our prisons will become overpopulated, and we will have to build more prisons going                
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into the year 2050. Without a stop to these increasing rates, the gap between incarcerated blacks                

and whites will triple by 2050.  

 

Role of Politics in Mass Incarceration 

Politics have played a crucial role in the depiction of African Americans as criminals and               

have furthermore assisted in the large number of incarcerated African Americans through their             

political campaigns, policies and laws. Although these policies and biases can be traced back to               

the beginning of the slavery era, a review of the Nixon, Reagan and Clinton Administrations               

demonstrate the recent effects that politics and the government has played on mass incarceration. 

There was strong opposition to black crime through Nixon’s “War on Drugs”, in which               

Nixon claimed that America’s number one public enemy is drug abuse. He explained that the               

only way to fight and defeat this enemy, is to wage a “new, all-out effective war on drugs”                  

(NPR). Through Nixon’s strategy, he was able to help put thousands of African Americans              

behind bars for selling cocaine. This resulted in unreasonable prison sentences for those accused              

of selling cocaine and led to a recurring theme within future presidencies and their presidential               

campaigns: a War on Drugs.  

The Reagan Administration immediately followed suit with the continuation of a war on             

drugs, “when Ronald Reagan entered the White House, he revived and dramatically escalated             

Nixon’s War on Drugs as part of a broader effort to roll back what he saw as liberal, unpatriotic,                   

and immoral social transformation wrought in the 1960’s and 1970’s” (Bertram).  

Following the trends of former presidents, Clinton continues his War on Drugs through             

the Three Strikes Law and mandatory minimum sentences for drug crime offenders. An article              
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for the Los Angeles Times during the time of the Clinton presidency provides detail about the                

tactics and political strategies used to incarcerate African Americans, “Most of the elements he              

listed have become standard Clinton fare: more money to help local jurisdictions hire 100,000              

new police officers and improve security at schools,; boot camps for nonviolent offenders that              

would clear more prison space overall, and a ban on certain types of assault weapons” (Lauter).                

The Three Strikes Law in California was put in place to ensure that people who commit a felony,                  

and have previously been convicted of a felony receive longer prison sentencing. Once they have               

committed three felonies, the sentence is automatically increased to life sentences.  

The Nixon, Reagan, and Clinton Administrations are all examples of how the idea of a               

war on drugs was used as campaign propaganda to gain votes within their elections.              

Furthermore, once elected, these presidents used these policies and propaganda to assist in             

placing more African American drug criminals in prison.  

 

Legal System, Law Enforcement and Lockups 

The role of our legal system within mass incarceration is often the most overlooked              

contributor. However, most members of the African American community accused of drug            

crimes are unable to afford legal representation and are often unaware of their rights. This results                

in violations to fair and speedy trials, unreasonable plea deals, and legal misrepresentation. Once              

the suspect is taken into police custody, more often than not, they are given a public defender,                 

since the majority are unable to financially afford one. However, these men are typically only               

given five to ten minutes with their attorney and that is typically after waiting several months for                 

one meeting (DuVernay).  
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The documentary 13th explains how our notions of the criminal justice system are altered              

due to modern day television crime shows such as Law and Order and CSI; within these shows,                 

it is portrayed that most cases go to trial, when in reality, only about five-percent go to court,                  

with the rest being encouraged to take plea deals (DuVernay). As outlined before, in the case of                 

Khalief Browder, and cases similar to it, several inmates are not given a fair and speedy trial, and                  

can wait years for their day in court. This lengthy and complicated process circles back to mirror                 

the large number of African American incarcerated.  

One of the most influential catalyst behind mass incarceration is law enforcement and the              

way that they target African Americans, through police brutality, frequent stop and frisks and              

racial profiling. These practices and behaviors are found to be a pattern within several primarily               

dominant African American communities. Michelle Alexander explains the role law          

enforcement plays within mass incarceration through her new book, The New Jim Crow, stating              

that the police are given specialized training in order to fully enforce drug laws. She further                

explains that police departments are allowed to keep assets that are seized during drug raids that                

they execute. She furthers this claim by stating that racial profiling is often used in order to stop                  

and frisk African Americans frequently. It is legal to racially profile a suspect as long as it is not                   

the only determining factor for a search. Essentially, police are able to stop and frisk suspects if                 

they fit the typical “criminal” profile (Alexander). An article from the Washington Post supports              

this claim, while explaining that the U.S Department of Justice, “recently unveiled a newly              

revised guide on use of profiling by law enforcement, distinguishing between legitimate uses             

(such as using race and other characteristics in a suspect description) and illegitimate uses (such               

as criminal stereotypes)” (Natarajan).  
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According to an article found on CQ researcher, “Of 4.4 million stops logged from 2004               

to 2012 in New York City, 53 percent involved African-Americans and 32 percent Hispanics.              

New York City’'s overall population is only 26 percent African-American and 29 percent             

Hispanic” (Jost). These statistics illustrate the high volume of stops that law enforcement have              

on African Americans and Hispanics.  

Another study found in an article for the Washington Post found the same results, and               

revealed that African Americans are significantly more likely to be stopped and searched by              

police, even despite the fact they are less likely to be found guilty of committing a criminal act.                  

A specific example from Illinois found that African Americans are twice as likely to be searched                

during a traffic stop than whites (Natarajan). The article also reveals that the NYPD stop and                

frisk program leads to stops that are 85% African American and Hispanic; in nine out of ten of                  

these searches, the police find nothing. Moving toward the year 2050, racial profiling tactics that               

are used today need to be abolished in order to ensure unbiased searches and arrests. 

 

Spreading Awareness: Using Media to Spark Change 

The idea of mass incarceration has been discussed for decades, and it has been brought to                

light through documentaries, research studies, and recent media coverage. Although there has            

been substantial media coverage regarding mass incarceration, it has not been enough to spark a               

change. Before the recent spotlight on cases such as Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, and Eric               

Gardner, police brutality and the concept of the new Jim Crow were largely unnoticed by               

Americans. The Black Lives Matter Movement campaigns against violence and systematic           

racism against African Americans, especially regarding police brutality. This movement was           
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sparked by the aforementioned cases within the African American community and has played a              

pivotal role in bringing awareness to these issues.  

Trayvon Martin was a seventeen year-old African American boy who was fatally shot by              

a neighborhood watch volunteer, George Zimmerman, while walking home through the park at             

night. Zimmerman was not arrested or charged due to Florida’s Stand Your Ground law, in               

which he claimed self-defense. However, due to public uprisings and protests, Zimmerman was             

eventually charged and tried for Trayvon’s murder and was acquitted for second-degree murder             

in 2013. 

Michael Brown was the second police brutality incident that sparked protests within the              

Black Lives Matter Movement. In August of 2014, Brown was seen as a suspect in a convenient                 

store robbery and was shot by Darren Wilson, a white police officer. Wilson fired a total of 12                  

bullets at eighteen year old Brown until he was dead.  

Furthermore, Eric Gardner was the third case behind the inspiration behind Black Lives             

Matter when he was choked to death by a white police officer in New York City in 2014. These                   

cases are relevant towards mass incarceration because it highlights police brutality against            

African Americans and the ways that they are targeted for crimes. Additionally, these cases              

demonstrate the ways that public protests demonstrate issues such as police brutality, and mass              

incarceration and the way they have received attention through media coverage, as well as public               

protest. Through the incidents mentioned before, there was an uprising among African American             

communities and the incidents were brought to light through the protests within these cities and               

societies. America received a glimpse of African Americans’ concerns when entire cities were             
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featured on local new stations and social media and the public was forced to pay attention to                 

what the issues truly were.  

Within recent years, there has been increasing media coverage regarding mass           

incarceration of African Americans. A documentary regarding the famous Central Park Five case             

highlighted the ways that African Americans from low socioeconomic communities are often            

targeted and coerced into pleading guilty. Media attention surrounding the issue shifted and the              

truth behind the significant case was revealed. The Central Park Five revealed the ways that the                

boys and their families were coerced and confused, as well as the way that police abused their                 

power to force them to plead guilty. Additionally, DuVernay’s documentary, discusses the ways             

that mass incarceration within the prison system has increased and the ways that Americans have               

grown accustomed and unaware of the pressing issue.  

Through this increased media coverage, awareness has grown significantly, and the           

public has been forced to pay attention. By making these documentaries popular, such as putting               

them on Netflix, we have seen a shift in behavior surrounding the issue; mass incarceration is                

being discussed more, protests are occurring more frequently, and social networking sites are             

being flooded with concerns regarding the increasing prison population.  

Media coverage regarding the protests of the Black Lives Matter Movement, police            

brutality and mass incarceration, are critical in ensuring public attention, and in turn, sparking              

change. However, there are also several implications that we often forget, in which the media               

played a crucial role in the portrayal of African Americans as criminals. When viewing the               

nightly news, it is common for Americans to see mugshots of the latest African American               

criminal; on the other end of the spectrum, they can expect to see a white male charged for rape,                   
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pictured in his college graduation photograph. These perceptions often create subconscious           

opinions of black versus white criminals. Typically, African Americans are overrepresented as            

criminals, and whites and other races are underrepresented. Through these depictions of African             

Americans, our perceptions are typically altered and we view African Americans as being             

dangerous criminals. It imperative to society to refrain from stereotypes and biases that media              

portrays and work towards a more unbiased view of African Americans by the year 2050. We                

can achieve this change by using media to our advantage to create consciousness of these               

stereotypes and eliminate these perceptions of African Americans by 2050.  

 

The Inevitable: School to Prison Pipeline 

T The School to Prison Pipeline demonstrates the way that African Americans are taught of 

their inevitable life as a criminal from a young age. Beginning in public school, schools often 

punish these children through suspension and expulsion. The school system has been criticized 

for these punishments, and it has been suggested that they take more reparative measures, such 

as detention or counseling. Rather than fixing the issues behind destructive and criminal 

behavior, schools are turning towards removing African American children from schools at an 

alarming rate.  

According to the NAACP,  “the American Psychological Association has found that these 

practices harm academic achievement for all students while increasing the chances that those 

excluded will be held back, drop out, and become involved with the juvenile and criminal justice 

systems” (NAACP). This has resulted in school disciplinary rates to have doubled since the 

1970’s. Many have interpreted these disciplinary actions to mean that rather than partaking in the 
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traditional mentorship that educators are known to show, they are turning more toward picking 

and choosing whom they chose to educate.  

By slowing eliminating the troublemakers and criminals one expulsion at a time, they are 

illuminating the racial lines that are being drawn in schools and sending a message to these 

young children that their life will be a straight path into the prison system. Also according to the 

article by the NAACP, punishments are typically harsher for African American children in 

schools, than white children in schools. With this, schools that are dominated by African 

American students, contain the highest dropout rates, along with expulsions and suspensions. By 

implementing reparative punishments, it is possible to cut the expulsion and suspension rate of 

African American children in half by the year 2050.  

 

Economic Inequality: The Increasing Wage Gap 

Looking to the future, we can predict that there will be a widening wage gap, based on                 

past and current trends. According to a book by Eugene Linden, titled The Future in Plain Sight,                 

research done by him shows that in the year 1996, more than 2.4 Billion people lived on less than                   

$2 a day (Linden). Today, we have seen a significant wage gap among the various races.                

According to the Pew Research Center, in 2015, average hourly wages for Black and Hispanic               

men were $15 and $14, respectively, compared with $21 for white men. Trends have shown that                

the global economy has increased steadily four percent each year, however, consumer debt             

reached an all time high at 1.2 trillion (Linden). Although the global economy has increased               

significantly, we have seen a decrease in the African American community and their ability to               

acquire employment.  
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Today, African Americans are twice as likely to be unemployed and unable to find a job.                

The unemployment rate for whites is about 4.5 percent, while the unemployment rate for African               

Americans is about 8.8 percent (Guo). This large gap could be a direct correlation to the high                 

amount of African Americans incarcerated. A criminal record can reduce job offers by about              

50%, resulting in African Americans being twice as likely to be rejected for             

employment(NAACP). Once a felony is committed, a person’s criminal record prevents them            

from being able to vote (one in thirteen African Americans are unable to vote because of their                 

criminal record), or at times, unable to acquire a job. This poses a problem because 95 % of                  

incarcerated individuals are released back into society, and are unable to acquire jobs (NAACP).  

Many argue that African Americans are subjected to a life encompassed with crime.              

Growing up in low socioeconomic communities, they have been subjected to more drug use,              

crime, and violence more than higher socioeconomic communities. Because of this, they are             

often targeted as a community and are more likely to be stopped and frisked by law enforcement                 

often.  

Frequently, African Americans within these low socioeconomic communities are         

unaware of their rights and are often encouraged to plead guilty and take plea deals. A case from                  

New York highlights this perfectly, when five young men were coerced into pleading guilty to a                

rape that they did not commit that occurred in Central Park. The five young men, served seven to                  

fifteen years in prison and eventually sued the City of New York for unfair prosecution, racially                

motivated conspiracy and false arrest; the City of New York was found guilty for depriving the                

men of their Constitutional rights. Situations similar to this are frequent within the African              

American community, and as a result, they are often coerced into taking plea deals.  
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This represents the ways African Americans are economically disadvantaged and          

statistics that predict the significant wage gap that we can expect to see into the year 2050 will                  

only increase this disadvantage further. 

 The Year 2050 

It is now the year 2050, and the number of incarcerated individuals has decreased from               

two million, to 500,000 over the span of thirty-two years. The number of African Americans and                

whites are equivalent within America’s prisons. Ever since law enforcement enacted its new stop              

and frisk program to include inclusive, unbiased searches, the relationship between the African             

American community and police officers has improved drastically. There has been a new respect              

amongst both groups and America has seen a decrease in crime and violence within these               

communities.  

Law enforcement has developed programs within these communities to increase          

awareness of the effects of crimes, and its implications once they are committed, resulting in a                

decrease of criminal activities. Rather than coercing African Americans to plead guilty, they are              

being placed in restorative justice programs where they are given the opportunity to grow from               

mistakes made, and reducing the chance of committing crimes in the future.  

This change was sparked by a mass protest among the youth within an African American               

dominated high school in Seaside, California. The protest included a large walk-out, followed by              

a campaign that circulated through social media. The group of students worked together to be               

featured on news stations across the country, and approached famous Youtube bloggers to speak              

to the issue. Once awareness was established, the youth brought the issue to the government               

level and sparked what was considered the second Civil Rights Movement of 2050.  
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This hopeful change in the prison system can be made possible if society joins together to                

fight for equality within our systematic institutions. Beginning in our public schools, spreading             

to our law enforcement and criminal justice systems and ending in our prisons, we need to ensure                 

equality and justice among all races. Similar to the Jim Crow and Civil Rights Era, the key to                  

creating change is a collective effort among all members of society in order to overcome               

injustice. It is imperative to society that we fight for not only problems affecting the general                

population, but also issues that affect members of minorities. With combined efforts, and a              

passion for change, we can finally put an end to systematic racism and mass incarceration               

completely by the year 2050.  

 

Steps to Ending Mass Incarceration 

Changing the way America views African Americans as criminals seems like a daunting              

task, but through spreading awareness, increased protests, and education regarding the issue, it             

may be possible by the year 2050. The influence of society can be the most powerful tool to                  

annihilate this new form of slavery forever, and through forcing awareness, we can educate each               

other on this issue and work together to find a solution. In order to completely demolish the                 

issue, Americans need to be fully aware of the issues within the prison system.  

In an era in which we have elected an African American as our president, it can be a                  

common misconception that we have overcome civil rights issues. However, this misconception            

has recently been challenged with the frequent police brutality that many have come to protest.               

The recent protests around the Black Lives Matter Movement have been designed to bring              
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attention to racial profiling, and police brutality, and as a result, Americans have become more               

inspired to take action.  

As individuals we can help bring attention to the issue and provoke change; in today’s               

society the easiest way to spread awareness is through the use of technology. Social media has                

been a huge tool in educating individuals of all ages on current issues and educating them on                 

how they can take action. Through the use of videos, links to petitions, and calls to action, we                  

have seen how social media has provoked today’s youth to take action. We have particularly               

seen this through the protests among our youth regarding mass shootings; if enough awareness is               

created, we will be able to mirror protests like these regarding mass incarceration.  

Additionally, policing tactics need to be resolved to stop racial profiling and targeting             

within African American dominated communities. As a society, we need to push for better              

training within law enforcement and include training with more inclusive, unbiased morals. A             

considerable option as opposed to incarceration, is the concept of Restorative Justice. Rather             

than incarcerating individuals, implementing Restorative Justice programs for drug crimes would           

not only decrease the prison population, but would instill reparative morals within the individuals              

to decrease the chance of a second offense.  

The widening wage gap can also be prevented by encouraging employers to consider             

African Americans with a criminal background more frequently. The wage gap is an issue that               

needs to be resolved in order to decrease the amount of individuals and family living in                

povertyby 2050. 

Ultimately, the first step towards demolishing the new Jim Crow is recognizing the              

problem and spreading awareness. By bringing their case to the light, and suing the city of New                 
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York, the five men charged with rape in Central Park were able to spread awareness and gained                 

justice for the corruption they experienced. The media and social media both play a huge role in                 

spreading the truth about the number of blacks incarcerated and how politics, law enforcement              

and the legal system play a pivotal role in this corruption.  

 

Conclusion  

Mass incarceration is reinstating systematic racism and we have allowed it to evolve into              

today’s modern day slavery. What most have failed to recognize, is that the prison population               

has boomed over the last three decades because it is a result of various components of our                 

society coming together to target African Americans. Although it was not a blatantly obvious              

attack on African Americans, a closer look into the prison systems, and the statistics of the                

individuals within them, reveal that the disproportion of races is discrimination at its highest              

level. It has become easy for society to label African Americans as criminals, but the question we                 

must ask is: why are almost all “criminals” black? Whether a crime is committed or not is                 

irrelevant, and we must address the ways these individuals are targeted, as well as the unjust                

treatment they receive from the prison system.  

The new Jim Crow is a result of decades of corruption from the legal system, law                

enforcement, and the government; it was not something that occurred overnight, and likewise, it              

is not something that we can eliminate immediately. However, we have a duty to prevent this                

increase in mass incarceration from escalating further. We can expect to see billions in prison by                

the year 2050 unless we take action. If we all take a small step towards making change, we can                   
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achieve a society where everyone is truly equal, and discrimination and racism does not occur               

within our institutions.  
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Final Synthesis Essay  

 

The shared theme of 2050, was an eye-opening topic, as it is an often overlooked 

problem that we tend to turn a blind eye to. Through class discussions and readings, I learned 

how many challenges the world will face economically, socially and environmentally into the 

year 2050.  As a college graduate, I now understand what the future will entail and the steps I 

need to take to face these challenges effectively. With a high demand for jobs, and a rapidly 

increasing population, I learned that our generation will face more problems than generations 

before us. Most importantly, we were able to discuss and generate ideas on how to approach 

these issues as we continue into the year 2050.  

The changes that we are seeing are heavily influenced by the rapid population growth, the 

widening wage gap, damage to the environment and the increase in technology. We discussed 

how our views and perceptions of these issues have shaped the society we live in, and have 

brought about the changes we have seen and will continue to see. Due to the increases in 

medicine, and technology, the population has skyrocketed and it has created limitations to 

resources needed to survive. This overpopulation has also been tied to the environmental issues 
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that are arising. These environmental issues such as, climate change, deforestation, extinction, 

and pollution are a direct result from negligence of our society; we were able to discuss these 

issues further, realize where the problems stemmed from, and were inspired to make a change 

toward fixing these problems by the year 2050.  

I genuinely enjoyed the class readings, as well as the discussion we had surrounding 

issues our society is facing. Through the two books we read in class, we were able to have a 

deeper understanding of how these issues have evolved, and through class facilitation we were 

able to hear various viewpoints from each other and bounce ideas off each other to find 

solutions. Class discussion, in my opinion, was the best way to approach these issues because it 

allowed us to incorporate our own ideas, life stories and backgrounds towards finding solutions 

to the problems discussed from the readings. Through an intricate look at the patterns of our 

history, we were able to find ways in which society has evolved for both helpful and harmful 

reasons economically, socially and environmentally.  

I was given the opportunity to work collaboratively with a partner by preparing a class 

facilitation based on the readings. My partner and I were able to read sections of the book 

together and pick apart key components and themes that were prominent to us. Not only did we 

have to analyze the material, but we also had to create a fun, interactive way to generate 

discussion regarding the issues. Through creation of discussion questions, and informative 

videos, we brought to light themes surrounding issues such as disease control, animal extinction, 

climate change, food scarcity and overpopulation. We were able to generate class discussion 

regarding these issues and the class was able to bring in their own opinions on the topics and 

themes.  
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I demonstrated my ability to work independently through the research I completed for my 

Capstone project. I was able to use various academic databases and sources in order to acquire 

the necessary information to support my topic. Throughout the course of the semester, I 

completed several hours worth of research and demonstrated my ability to compile a 

well-researched project. I was able to use the information I found  in order to inform the reader 

of the impacts of mass incarceration and inspire them to take action toward fixing the problem.  

With our class discussion surrounding overpopulation issues, I was inspired to look at a 

different form of overpopulation. The prison population has seen a dramatic increase over the 

past thirty years, growing from 500,000 to 2.2 million, and this has been recently viewed as a 

modern form of slavery. As we progress into the year 2050, we must be aware of how our history 

has seemed to repeat itself, and recognize the problems in which we need to repair in order to 

have a more inclusive, moral, and just future by the year 2050. Through class lectures and 

readings, I learned about issues that I was unaware existed and as a result, I was inspired to 

create changes and solutions to alter these problems for the future. Without these realizations, I 

would have never been aware of these issues, and would not have found ways to alter these 

problems. Similarly, through my research, I hope to bring awareness to the issue of mass 

incarceration and offer ways in which we can stop the growing prison population. With the 

widening wage gap, and increasing world population, as discussed in lecture, we will begin to 

see a further separation between low and high socioeconomic communities. With more and more 

African Americans being incarcerated, and overpopulation creating scarcity of jobs, the gap 

between the rich and poor is being predicted to increase substantially due to unemployment of 

convicted African American criminals. Moving into the year 2050, it is crucial to create 
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awareness of issues surrounding not only the general population, but also issues that members of 

minority groups face. Throughout my studies of Human Communication, we have learned of 

ways that we can impact society to become a more diverse, inclusive community and have been 

prepared to play an important role as an advocate of change. I believe that creating awareness 

around the issue of mass incarceration will not only fulfill my duty of being a change agent, but 

will also affect how the world will begin to perceive the prison system. Creating awareness 

surrounding all of these issues, is the key to bring change to these issues and see significant 

impacts by the year 2050.  

The issues discussed within class regarding the year 2050 are issues in which our 

generation is going to have to face. Learning about these potential problems was a very surreal 

experience. It is easy to disregard these issues because they seem part of the distant future, but in 

reality, these issues need to be addressed now in order to alter our future. At first, I was 

intimidated about the class theme of 2050, but I am now grateful that I learned about these issues 

and feel fully prepared to bring awareness of these issues in order to spark change.  
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